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state, hometown HARRIER TEAM
By Jeanne McManus 
UM Information Services
In the year of the recruit, Gretchen Goebel, one of seven newcomers to the 
University of Montana cross country team, stands out as its top performer this 
season. Goebel says she is trying to help build a good reputation for Montana -- 
one "to be respected" by other teams in the region.
She is off to a good start this year. In four competitions she finished 
among the top runners each time.
At the University of California Invitational at Berkeley, Calif, the 
freshman finished 17th against tough competition from several western schools.
The top 21 runners received awards.
Even though Goebel is a Washington native, she understood the cross-state 
rivalry with MSU well enough to feel satisfaction in the EWU Invitational when 
she finished just behind Bobcat Laurie Adams in first and in front of Bobcat 
Laurie Holmes in third.
Goebel's only setback this season came in the form of an injury. She has 
a stress fracture in her right leg. The Northwest Collegiate Women's Sports 
Association regional meet, Saturday, Nov. 3, is out of the question, but after a 
month for recuperation, Goebel will be back working out for the upcoming track
season.
Goebel, recruited by former cross country coach Will Cheesman, says she is 
happy with her decision to come to Montana. "It's the kind of program I want—  
not too competitive, but it's still a developed program," she said.
(more)
GOEBEL AN ASSET—  add one
While in high school at Aberdeen, Geobel qualified for the state track 
meet three years in cross country and two years in track. Her senior year 
she placed fifth in cross country. "I seem to do better in cross country," 
Goebel said.
Goebel feels she has improved since high school. "The training is more 
intense (on the college level)," she added.
Head coach Dick Koontz agrees with Goebel. "Gretchen has improved and 
has become more and more competitive." he said.
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